Rt. Hon Theresa May, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office,

2 Marsham St., London, SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 7035 4745

Email: mayt@parliament.uk
Subject: Removal directions for Leonie Mendo, HO Ref: M1370019/2.  DOB: 26 November 1982, Cameroon.

Dear Home Secretary Theresa May,

Leonie Mendo fled Cameroon on 9th January 2008, with the help of a man from England, having suffered threats and violence following the death of her father.

She was unable to claim asylum immediately on her arrival in the UK, having become the victim of trafficking and being held against her will.  She was released when she became pregnant and approached the police for help.  At this point a claim for asylum was made.

Leonie gave birth to her daughter, Stacey Esmerelda Mendo, on 21st October 2008, in Newcastle upon Tyne.  Leonie does not know who the father of her child is because she was abused by so many people and it is impossible to tell.  She has been a victim of trafficking and has been used in the most inhumane way.

Leonie has received a great deal of counselling and support from experienced therapists in Rape counselling.  Reports from counsellors have been dismissed, no weight being attached to them as evidence of Leonie’s suffering and trauma.

Leonie has recently learned of her mother’s death in Cameroon.  She is an only child with no remaining family in Cameroon.

Through the support and friendship of people in Newcastle upon Tyne, where she now lives, Leonie is beginning to recover from her ordeal and to begin to build and establish a life for herself and her daughter.

I urge you, please, to show compassion and humanitarian understanding towards Leonie and Stacey Mendo.

I ask that reports and comments from professional practitioners be considered seriously and their integrity and expertise be recognized and acknowledged.

I ask that Stacey, Esmerelda Mendo, aged 2 years and 4 months, born in the UK, be given the opportunity to grow and flourish.

Please give consideration to the support Leonie has received from many people in Newcastle upon Tyne and to the wishes of these people that Leonie and Stacey be shown compassion and allowed to remain in the UK.

I ask that, as a country renowned for fair play and human rights, the UK will graciously embrace this opportunity to be pro-active in protecting a vulnerable woman and an innocent child from a life of hardship, fear and danger, and will be proud to do so.

Please stay the removal of Leonie and Stacey Mendo and review this case with a view to granting Indefinite Leave to Remain in UK on compassionate grounds.

Yours sincerely,
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